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DEADLINE – April 1st 
 
  
     We need your Women of the ELCA 
news! Tell us about your upcoming 
bazaars, craft fairs, dinners, or whatever 
you’ve got going for May June, and July.  
Call or email:  
 
Gloria Rolstad - grolstad@msn.com  
                             715-857-1957    

or 
Sue Saarem - pmsaarem@yahoo.com 
                             715-268-5586   
 
Please remember the success of the 
Apple River Conference Newsletter 

depends on all of you! 
      
 

Save the Date! 
      April 17 and 18, 2020 
      Synod Women’s Organization Convention 
              Bethany Lutheran Church 

   35 W Messenger St   
   Rice Lake, WI 54868 

   Information and registration form for the SWO  
  Convention will be listed in the Northwestern! 

 

APPLE RIVER CONFERENCE 
SPRING DAY OF RENEWAL 

 

First Lutheran Church in Amery wil host 
the Apple River Day of Renewal on April 4, 
2020. Our main speaker will be Meg 
Corrigan, who will talk on her experience 
growing up with an alcoholic mother.  Join 
us for a morning of learning and reuniting 
with our Christian friends! 

First Lutheran Church  
240 Elm St W 

Amery, WI 54001 
(715) 268-7135 

 
Registration - 8:30 with Coffee & Treats 
    
Program - 9:00 am    
 
Cost - $15 includes lunch.  
  
Contacts - Kim Patterson - 715-222-7933 
                   Carol Medchill - 715-648-5817
   
 



    MEET MORE OFFICERS  
 

Carol – hymn of joy   
 
     We’ve been singing these carols for a few 
weeks at this time of year.  The definition is 
equally as fitting for the two Women of the 
ELCA Apple River Conference officers named 
Carol.   
     Other similarities also exist – both grew up 
on farms, they attended one room rural 
schools for 8 years before graduating from 
high schools in town, and neither dropped 
out of church after Confirmation but have 
continued active throughout their lives. 
 
     Carol Medchill is the returning co-
coordinator and a true survivor!  Her new 
home is on the land claimed by forefathers 
150 years ago along with the land they 
donated at that time for the First Lutheran  
Church at Cushing.  Why a survivor?  She was 
attending to business in the little room when 
the original 100+ year old house literally 
exploded around her from a leaking gas line.  
Fortunately, she was only stunned.   The 
house wasn’t as lucky. 
     Carol was chairman of the 125th year 
commemoration of First Lutheran, partly 
because family members were charter 
signers, but mostly because she’s a detailed 
organizer.  With many years of working in 
offices for Good Samaritan and Interfaith 
Caregivers as well as head teller at the bank in 
Cushing, she also used that skill of organizing 
as a frequent officer of W/ELCA and H.C.E. 
(Home and Community Education), having 
been in numerous positions both locally and 
statewide or at the synod level.  She reports 
she bought the first box of paper clips for 
Interfaith!  Further use of her skills found her 

as the Activity Director for Good Sam and a 
leader of 4-H clubs. 
     But there’s more!  Music is her passion 
with talent in multiple directions – playing the 
organ, vocalizing with “Sisters in Harmony”, 
or directing a choir, some of which began 
when she was still in high school even though 
she is a self-taught musician. 
     Now she is able to spend more time 
enjoying her family – 4 children, 7 
grandchildren, and 5 “greats,” supporting 
their numerous activities.   And again, she will 
attend another Triennial, with probably more 
of those under her belt than anyone else we 
personally know! 
     You won’t need to have any qualms about 
our organization being in good hands with 
Carol at its helm. 
     
     Our other joyful Carol is a Johnson and 
truly joyful, especially for the consolidation of 
Milltown Lutheran with Fristad that is now 
Joy Lutheran in Centuria.  As difficult as it was 
to leave the century old building in town, the 
newness and excitement of the consolidation 
has been wonderful.   
     As a frequent officer of local, Apple River 
Conference and the Synod Women’s 
Organization for W/ELCA, Carol doesn‘t let 
any grass grow under her feet.  She was also 
one of the organizers for the cabin fever 
reliever Milltown hosted for many years on a 
March Saturday.   
     If you ever need a jar of wonderful pickles, 
see Carol!  Her husband does the gardening 
as well as helps her with canning all the 
produce.  Cooking and baking have been 
favorites of hers since  
4-H days.  She even says she used to sew, 
with emphasis on the USED TO.   
     Favorite jobs have been two.  The first was 
office secretary and unofficial hostess at the 
Rochester Art Center, only a few miles from 



where she grew up and a few blocks from the 
Mayo complex.   She loved working with the 
artists to set up their openings as well as 
meeting people from all over the world who 
visited the gallery. 
     Another favorite position found her 
travelling around all of Burnett County for 17 
years, getting every building into the 911 
addressing system correctly.  She has some 
fun stories of driving down logging roads in 
the boonies! 
     Carol has 2 children, 4 granddaughters and 
1 new great granddaughter whom she 
recently enjoyed babysitting for a couple of 
days.  Other enjoyment for Carol includes 
reading, cards, and games. 
     Yes, two joyful Carols, both working hard 
for our organization, both with servant hearts 
and smiles on their faces. 

                
Does your W/ELCA unit visit with your 

sister churches? 

 

 
 Sister churches North Valley and Trinity-
Falun shared great conversation at T-Dawg’s 
Restaurant in Grantsburg for lunch on 
November 22, 2019. 
 

 
 

    Joan Sorenson, from Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church in Luck, used the directions from our 
previous Apple River Conference Newsletter 
to make these holiday candles. Joan then 
donated them to the Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church’s annual Deer Hunter Widower’s Craft 
and Bake Sale to sell for the fundraiser.   

 
CHECK US OUT! 

 

 
 

“WOMEN OF THE NW SYNOD” 

 
WELCA Scholarships 

Have you completed the scholarship 
application? Women of the ELCA began 
accepting scholarships in two categories: 
“Laywomen” and “Ordained Ministry”.  
For more information go to 
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/scholarsh
ips  All scholarships must be submitted by 
February 15th! 

 
     



Bone Lake Lutheran 
                      Church’s Gift of Warm Clothing 

    
     Polk County is one of the poorest counties 
in the state of Wisconsin and the majority of 
these people are the working poor who need 
help to provide for their families, especially 
their children.  
     The Gift of Warm Clothing (GOWC) is one 
of the many programs Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church in rural Luck has implemented. In 
2006, Bone Lake Lutheran began to distribute 
winter outerwear to families in need. The 
items distributed include winter jackets, snow 
pants, boots, hats, scarves, mittens and 
gloves. The Gift of Warm Clothing annually 
distributes outerwear in October, serving 
more than 350 individuals of all ages. Over 
the course of the winter, GOWC continues to 
provide needed outerwear to individuals who 
are referred to them through schools, social 
agencies and other community members. The 
majority of individuals served are children. 
Outside of donations, Bone Lake Lutheran’s 
team of volunteers use all financial gifts 
received by shopping garage sales, thrift 
stores, clearance racks and Black Friday 
specials. The group’s goal would be to serve 
all in need, in a greater capacity.  
     You can help by donating new or gently 
used winter items at any time during the 
year. Please contact the Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church office at 715-472-2535 and set up a 
time to deliver the winter items. Financial 
support is also appreciated to continue and 
expand the availability of sizes and winter 
clothing items, so that no one goes away cold. 

Please mail financial donations to Bone Lake 
Lutheran Church, 1101 255th Ave, Luck, WI 
54853. Enter GOWC into the memo of the 
check. All donations for Gift of Warm Clothes 
are tax-deductible via Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church’s 501(c)(3) status. 

 
 

 
 
 
    In December, Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Women (PLCW) in Frederic, had met at 
church to carpool to a member's cabin on the 
lake for a pot luck brunch.  The ladies once 
had gone to the local nursing home in 
December, would bring treats and sing songs 
with the residents, but found at that time of 
the year they had a lot of activities going 
on.  So the PLCW decided to go to the nursing 
home in July and have an "Old Fashion 
Picnic." Food is brought plus enough for the 
staff as well.  One year they had chicken 
cooked on the grill which everyone was 
thrilled with.  They sang some camp songs 
and had a lady play the dulcimer while they 
ate.  The staff and residents look forward to it 
so it has been a good change and outreach 
for the women of the church.         



 
Upcoming events! 

v North Valley Lutheran Church will host 
it’s 7th Annual Classic Dessert  Auction, 
with Adam Beaver as Auctioneer, after 
the 9:30 am service on Sunday, 
February 9th.  This is a fun event so 
come and join in!  

v February 22, 2020 Walking Together, 
UW EC Davies Center. 

v Apple River Conference Spring Day of 
Renewal on April 4th at First Lutheran 
Church in Amery. 

v SWO Convention to be held on 
Saturday, April 18, 2020. Delegates will 
meet on Friday the 17th for the business 
meeting. 

v The Spring Fling at Bone Lake Lutheran 
Church will be held on April 25th, 9 am 
to 2 pm. Thrift items, baked goods, and 
assorted miscellaneous items to be 
purchased! 

v Apple River Conference Fall Gathering, 
will be held at Balsam Lutheran in 
Amery on August 15th. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
The Ruth Circle of First Lutheran in Amery 
prepared boxes of homemade cookies to 
deliver to homebound members and those 
suffering loss of loved ones. Ruth Circle meets 
the third Thursday of each month for Bible 
study using the devotions from the Gather 
Magazine. In January the ladies will serve 
dessert to residents of Willow Ridge Rest 
Home in Amery. 

 

 
Daylights Savings time begins March 8th! Set 
your clocks before going to bed on March 7th. 

 
 
Ash Wednesday – February 26 
 
Palm Sunday – april 5 
 
Good Friday – april 10 
 
Easter – april 12 




